Six Session Woodturning Workshop

Introduction:


This six session series of preferably daylong or possibly 3 hour per evening workshops is designed to provide beginning and intermediate students with a well rounded set of turning skills. The intent is to provide a turning experience that will start students on their long and enjoyable journey into woodturning. The workshops start with the bead and cove stick followed by one of several possible simple projects designed to provide students with a sense of accomplishment. The workshop will then move on through a variety of skill building exercises each followed by a project that builds on these newfound skills. The skills and techniques that Alan Leland is teaching are those that he has found to make his turning easier and more pleasurable. The techniques that Alan has adopted require less work and effort on his part and with the added benefit of less sanding. As the students progress through the course they will be exposed to a wide range of turning styles and techniques, from the more functional and ornamental spindle work to bowls and platters. They will also be exposed to end grain hollowing and try their hands at using simple hollowing tools to hollow a birdhouse or the slightly more complicated hollow globe with icicle ornament. The series has been adapted from a five-day workshop that Alan Leland developed for his techniques classes at The John C. Campbell Folk School and for classes in his own studio. The one-week technique workshops that Alan teaches at the Folk School have produced rave reviews from his many students, from beginning students to his more advanced students. To insure that these workshops provide something of interest to students at all levels, after completing the skill building exercises, students can choose from a variety of projects of varying difficulty. This series can be taught on the small midi lathes that many chapters are now purchasing. The goal here is not to produce professional turners but rather enhance the enjoyment of woodturning by providing lessons in the many skills used in woodturning. Have fun and be sure that you and your students are experiencing an enjoyable and fun time at the lathe.

The following class schedule and class descriptions are meant as a guideline. Please feel free to add to or adjust the classes to meet your or your students’ goals and objectives. Be sure to make use of the many resources and references available such as Keith Rowley’s book titled” Woodturning A Foundation Course” and Allan Batty’s ”Woodturning Notes” available at Craft Supplies in Provo Utah. Also be sure to look over the handouts found in the Woodturning Tools, Techniques and Projects manual written by Alan Leland & Frank Penta, especially the one on Turning a Bead & Cove Stick and the handout on Tips and Techniques for Using a Spindle Gouge. There are many articles, videos and books available on the subject that may be of help. Be sure to check out the many project oriented handouts found in the manual and add your own where appropriate. At some point during the course it would be a good idea to discuss some sharpening techniques. I have found that it is sometimes a good idea to go over sharpening during Sunday evening’s introductory session. As folks have spent the day traveling and the session is only two hours long, it seemed like a good time to deal with sharpening. Through out the course of the week, we show how each tool is sharpened as we use them and then do a bit of one on one, as each individual’s tool requires sharpening. There is a lot of information to cover in a short period of time, as some students may be overwhelmed with the amount of material covered, try to be sensitive to their needs.
Sunday Evening
Orientation


1.  Introduce yourself and provide a brief outline of the course. If possible provide a handout that describes the class and what is being taught. This hand out should include a picture of a lathe with its various parts named.


2. Have each student introduce themselves along with their interest and experience in woodturning and anything thing else that they wish to share. If they have brought samples of their turning with them take a quick look at them. Any critique at this point should be gentle and encouraging.

3, This is a good time to do a brief sharpening demonstration that goes over how to sharpen the tools that we will be using in the class. Sometimes once class gets rolling; it is hard to stop class to demonstrate sharpening.  My thought is that by doing the sharpening demonstration during the orientation session, sharpening does not get overlooked.

