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Safety Guidelines

No matter what their skill level is or how much time they spend turning, all woodturners should carefully review and observe the American Association of Woodturners safety guidelines. A full listing of these is presented in the annual AAW Resource Directory. Other useful safety tips are listed below.

Pay attention to your environment.

· If something sounds or feels wrong when you are turning, it may very well be wrong.

· Stop what you are doing and double check your equipment and procedures. 

Fit projects to your skill level.

· Work on projects that are at your skill level using equipment with which you are familiar.

· Actions that are safe for an experienced turner may not be safe for the novice or intermediate turner. 

· Obtain instruction and advice from classes or more advanced turners before moving on to the next level.

Use appropriate lathe speed. 

· Always double check the speed setting before turning on the lathe. Check to be sure the drive belt is on the proper pulley. 

· Work at a speed that is comfortable for you and appropriate for the work you are turning.

· Larger items should be turned at slower speeds. 

Keep your fingers out of harm’s way. 

· When using a band saw to prepare pieces, stabilize your fingers out of reach of the blade to insure that they will not follow the wood into blade. 

· The tool rest on your lathe should be as close to the work as possible so that your fingers will not get caught between the hand rest and the work.

· Get in the habit of blowing the dust off the tool rest instead of brushing it off; brushing might cause your fingers to catch between the rest and the work.

· Always turn off the lathe before moving the tool rest. This prevents harm not only to your work but also to your body parts. 

· Do not wrap sand paper or buffing-finishing rags around your fingers or hand. If paper or cloth gets caught in the spinning parts of the lathe, your fingers will be pulled into the lathe.

Wear proper attire and keep the work area clean.

· Loose clothing is dangerous because it can get caught in the lathe.

· Remove jewelry and watches as they can get caught in moving parts. Rings can be especially dangerous in woodworking. Rings can get caught on things or crushed on your finger if a heavy object lands on or wedges your hand.

· The floor can be slippery when shavings build up, so clean up often.
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